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Background 
In March 2008, the Boulder Economic Council conducted a study to help determine how many 
people regularly commute into work in the city of Boulder and where Boulder workers are 
commuting from.   Information for the study was obtained from a brief survey of local 
employers asking for home zip codes of their employees who work in the city of Boulder. 
 
Forty-four employers, representing a variety of businesses and organizations, participated in 
the study.  Many of the city’s largest employers including Array BioPharma, Ball Aerospace, 
Boulder Community Hospital, Celestial Seasonings, City of Boulder, Covidien, IBM, InfoPrint, 
LASP, Micro Motion, NIST, NOAA, Roche Colorado, The Camera, UCAR, University of Colorado 
and Webroot were participants. As a result, while the number of participating employers 
represents less than 1% of Boulder employers, the data they provided represents over one-
fourth of the individuals who work in the city. 
 

City of Boulder Total Number Study Participants Study Participants as % of Total 
Employers 6,500  44 0.68% 
Employees 89,461  22,557 25.21% 
 
Information from this study provides a rough estimate of the commuting patterns of Boulder 
workers based on the information provided by study participants and compiled by the Boulder 
Economic Council.  Due to the size and nature of the survey sample, results were not 
weighted to be representative of all employers in the city.   

Summary of Findings 
 

Based on the information provided by study participants, we estimate that of the individuals 
who work in the city of Boulder: 

• Two-thirds live in Boulder County  
o 32% live in the city of Boulder, and 
o 35% live in other communities within the county 

• 86% live in the Boulder area or nearby communities  

Study data suggests there may be significant differences in commuting patterns for employees 
of different organizations and industries.   

• The percent of employees who live in Boulder ranged from a low of 5% to a high of 82% 
among the employers that participated in the study. 

• On average, industries that employ more Boulder residents include accommodations 
and food services, professional and technical services and government (includes CU). 

________________________________________ 

*Data includes portions of Longmont and Erie in Weld County (some zip codes fall in more 
than one county) 

Note: Preliminary data from the study was provided to the Boulder Regional Business 
Partnership and included in the Boulder & Broomfield Counties Labor Migration Profile. This 
report includes data from six additional employers with a total of 2,900 employees. 
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Overall Commuting Patterns: Where Boulder Workers Live 
Study findings suggest that approximately two-thirds of the people who work in the city of 
Boulder live in Boulder County. Nearly one third (32%) live in the city of Boulder.  Nearly 20% 
live in nearby communities in Broomfield, Adams, Jefferson, Larimer and Weld counties. 

Data from the study further suggests that many of the workers who commute into work in 
Boulder live in Longmont, Broomfield, Louisville/ Superior1, Lafayette, or Erie.    
 

Place of Residence for individuals who work in the city of Boulder 

City or town County % of Employees Cumulative % 

Boulder Boulder 31.6 31.6 

Longmont Boulder/Weld 17.4 49.0 

Louisville/Superior Boulder 6.9 55.9 

Lafayette Boulder 5.2 61.1 

Erie Boulder/Weld 3.4 64.5 

Nederland Boulder 1.0 65.5 

Lyons Boulder .9 66.4 

Other towns in Boulder County2 Boulder .7 67.1 

Broomfield Broomfield 7.3 74.4 

Arvada Adams/Jefferson 2.6 77.0 

Loveland Larimer 2.0 79.0 

Westminster Adams 1.6 80.6 

Golden Jefferson 1.5 82.1 

Berthoud Larimer 1.0 83.1 

Thornton Adams .9 84.0 

Nearby towns in southeastern 
Weld County3 

Weld 1.5 85.5 

Adams County – Other Adams 6.1 91.6 

Arapahoe County Arapahoe .9 92.5 

Denver County Denver 2.6 95.1 

Douglas County Douglas .4 95.5 

Jefferson County - Other  Jefferson 1.7 97.2 

Other Communities Other 2.8 100.0 
1 Louisville and Superior share a zip code  
2 Includes Allenspark, Eldorado Springs, Hygiene, Jamestown, Niwot, Pinecliff, and Ward 
3 Includes Dacona, Firestone, Fort Lupton, Frederick and Mead 
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The maps below show the concentration of Boulder workers by zip code; the green shading 
indicates areas of concentration (darker green = higher number of employees).  As the top 
map shows, Boulder workers mainly live west of Interstate 25, east of the mountains, south of 
Highway 66, and north of 120th Avenue/Highway 287. 

The map below shows a closer view of the area where most Boulder workers live.  
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Differences in Commuting Patterns by Employer 
Nearly 60% of the employers that participated in the study provided data indicating that 
between 30% and 50% of their employees live in Boulder.  There were significant differences 
by employer, with percentages ranging from a low of 5% to a high of 82%. 

 

Employers by percent of employees who live and work in the city of Boulder 

Percent of employees who 
live in city of Boulder 

# of 
Employers 

% of 
Employers 

Average % of Employees who 
live in Boulder 

<10% 2 4% 7% 

10% - 19% 7 16% 16% 

20% - 29%`   6 14% 23% 

30% - 39% 9 20% 33% 

40% - 49% 17* 39% 45% 

50% or more 3 7% 71% 

*Includes results for two employer groups (data provided for groups rather than individual employers) 
 
Study data showed variation in the percent of Boulder employees who live in the city for 
employers in different industries.  The average percent of employees living in Boulder ranged 
from a low of 13% for the Information industry to a high of 49% for the Accommodation and 
Food Services industry.   

 

Employees who live in the city of Boulder by Industry 

Industry Group % of Employees Living in Boulder 

Accommodation and Food Services 48.6% 

Professional and Technical Services 44.1% 

Government* 42.9% 

Health Care 35.2% 

Finance and Insurance 23.7% 

Other Services 20.6% 

Manufacturing 16.2% 

Information 12.8% 

*Employers in this industry group include the University of Colorado at Boulder 
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Detailed Study Data: Home Zip Codes of Employees 
The following tables list the number and percentage of Boulder employees of study 
participants who live in specific zip codes. 

 
ZIP CODE CITY COUNTY # of Employees % of Total 
80301 Boulder Boulder 1,567 6.95% 
80303 Boulder Boulder 1,499 6.65% 
80304 Boulder Boulder 1,471 6.52% 
80302 Boulder Boulder 1,235 5.48% 
80305 Boulder Boulder 1,097 4.86% 
80306 Boulder Boulder 96 0.43% 
80308 Boulder Boulder 74 0.33% 
80309 Boulder Boulder 39 0.17% 
80307 Boulder Boulder 36 0.16% 
80310 Boulder Boulder 11 0.05% 
80501 Longmont Boulder 1,922 8.52% 
80503 Longmont Boulder 1,409 6.25% 
80504 Longmont Weld 574 2.54% 
80502 Longmont Boulder 28 0.12% 
80027 Louisville/Superior Boulder 1,558 6.91% 
80026 Lafayette Boulder 1,182 5.24% 
80516 Erie Boulder/Weld 776 3.44% 
80466 Nederland Boulder 219 0.97% 
80540 Lyons Boulder 213 0.94% 
80455 Jamestown Boulder 46 0.20% 
80544 Niwot Boulder 37 0.16% 
80533 Hygiene Boulder 16 0.07% 
80025 Eldorado Springs Boulder 15 0.07% 
80481 Ward Boulder 15 0.07% 
80510 Allenspark Boulder 10 0.04% 
80471 Pinecliffe Boulder 5 0.02% 
80028 Louisville Boulder 1 0.00% 
80020 Broomfield Broomfield 1,117 4.95% 
80021 Broomfield Broomfield 437 1.94% 
80023 Broomfield Broomfield 72 0.32% 
80038 Broomfield Broomfield 12 0.05% 
80005 Arvada Jefferson 171 0.76% 
80004 Arvada Jefferson 163 0.72% 
80003 Arvada Adams 153 0.68% 
80007 Arvada Jefferson 54 0.24% 
80002 Arvada Adams 50 0.22% 
80006 Arvada Jefferson 3 0.01% 
80013 Aurora Arapahoe 33 0.15% 
80015 Aurora Arapahoe 31 0.14% 
80012 Aurora Arapahoe 15 0.07% 
80017 Aurora Arapahoe 14 0.06% 
80016 Aurora Arapahoe 11 0.05% 
80011 Aurora Arapahoe 9 0.04% 
80014 Aurora Arapahoe 9 0.04% 



6 
 

ZIP CODE CITY COUNTY # of Employees % of Total 
80010 Aurora Adams 8 0.04% 
80018 Aurora Arapahoe 5 0.02% 
80019 Aurora Adams 2 0.01% 
80047 Aurora Arapahoe 2 0.01% 
80046 Aurora Arapahoe 1 0.00% 
80102 Bennett Adams 1 0.00% 
80602 Brighton Adams 240 1.06% 
80601 Brighton Adams 84 0.37% 
80603 Brighton Adams 32 0.14% 
80104 Castle Rock Douglas 9 0.04% 
80109 Castle Rock Douglas 1 0.00% 
80022 Commerce City Adams 53 0.23% 
80433 Conifer Jefferson 8 0.04% 
80211 Denver Denver 83 0.37% 
80221 Denver Adams 71 0.31% 
80212 Denver Adams 55 0.24% 
80220 Denver Denver 48 0.21% 
80218 Denver Denver 46 0.20% 
80210 Denver Denver 44 0.20% 
80206 Denver Denver 37 0.16% 
80203 Denver Denver 34 0.15% 
80209 Denver Denver 34 0.15% 
80205 Denver Denver 33 0.15% 
80202 Denver Denver 27 0.12% 
80238 Denver Denver 27 0.12% 
80207 Denver Denver 24 0.11% 
80227 Denver Jefferson 24 0.11% 
80249 Denver Adams 22 0.10% 
80226 Denver Jefferson 22 0.10% 
80232 Denver Jefferson 19 0.08% 
80214 Denver Denver 17 0.08% 
80204 Denver Denver 15 0.07% 
80239 Denver Denver 15 0.07% 
80231 Denver Denver 14 0.06% 
80230 Denver Denver 12 0.05% 
80247 Denver Denver 11 0.05% 
80222 Denver Denver 10 0.04% 
80223 Denver Denver 10 0.04% 
80246 Denver Denver 10 0.04% 
80219 Denver Denver 9 0.04% 
80224 Denver Denver 9 0.04% 
80237 Denver Denver 9 0.04% 
80216 Denver Adams 7 0.03% 
80236 Denver Denver 6 0.03% 
80235 Denver Jefferson 5 0.02% 
80201 Denver Denver 4 0.02% 
80217 Denver Denver 1 0.00% 
80257 Denver Denver 1 0.00% 
80299 Denver Denver 1 0.00% 
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ZIP CODE CITY COUNTY # of Employees % of Total 
80225 Denver Jefferson 1 0.00% 
80024 Dupont Adams 1 0.00% 
80614 Eastlake Adams 2 0.01% 
80111 Englewood Arapahoe 15 0.07% 
80112 Englewood Arapahoe 10 0.04% 
80110 Englewood Arapahoe 7 0.03% 
80113 Englewood Arapahoe 3 0.01% 
80150 Englewood Arapahoe 1 0.00% 
80439 Evergreen Jefferson 43 0.19% 
80437 Evergreen Jefferson 3 0.01% 
80116 Franktown Douglas 4 0.02% 
80403 Golden Jefferson 215 0.95% 
80401 Golden Jefferson 113 0.50% 
80402 Golden Jefferson 3 0.01% 
80640 Henderson Adams 27 0.12% 
80642 Hudson Adams 9 0.04% 
80453 Idledale Jefferson 1 0.00% 
80643 Keenesburg Adams 11 0.05% 
80228 Lakewood Jefferson 57 0.25% 
80215 Lakewood Jefferson 29 0.13% 
80118 Larkspur Douglas 2 0.01% 
80127 Littleton Jefferson 53 0.23% 
80128 Littleton Jefferson 34 0.15% 
80123 Littleton Jefferson 26 0.12% 
80126 Littleton Douglas 24 0.11% 
80129 Littleton Douglas 16 0.07% 
80120 Littleton Arapahoe 14 0.06% 
80122 Littleton Arapahoe 11 0.05% 
80125 Littleton Douglas 7 0.03% 
80124 Littleton Douglas 6 0.03% 
80130 Littleton Douglas 6 0.03% 
80121 Littleton Arapahoe 5 0.02% 
80160 Littleton Arapahoe 1 0.00% 
80465 Morrison Jefferson 18 0.08% 
80234 Northglenn Adams 270 1.20% 
80233 Northglenn Adams 195 0.86% 
80241 Northglenn Adams 189 0.84% 
80134 Parker Douglas 15 0.07% 
80138 Parker Douglas 5 0.02% 
80470 Pine Jefferson 3 0.01% 
80135 Sedalia Douglas 2 0.01% 
80136 Strasburg Adams 1 0.00% 
80229 Thornton Adams 134 0.59% 
80260 Thornton Adams 73 0.32% 
80137 Watkins Adams 1 0.00% 
80031 Westminster Adams 269 1.19% 
80030 Westminster Adams 93 0.41% 
80035 Westminster Adams 7 0.03% 
80036 Westminster Adams 2 0.01% 
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ZIP CODE CITY COUNTY # of Employees % of Total 
80033 Wheatridge Jefferson 30 0.13% 
80512 Bellvue Larimer 3 0.01% 
80513 Berthoud Larimer 226 1.00% 
80515 Drake Larimer 6 0.03% 
80517 Estes Park Larimer 30 0.13% 
80525 Fort Collins Larimer 65 0.29% 
80526 Fort Collins Larimer 55 0.24% 
80528 Fort Collins Larimer 24 0.11% 
80524 Fort Collins Larimer 23 0.10% 
80521 Fort Collins Larimer 16 0.07% 
80522 Fort Collins Larimer 2 0.01% 
80532 Glen Haven Larimer 2 0.01% 
80535 La Porte Larimer 1 0.00% 
80536 Livermore Larimer 6 0.03% 
80537 Loveland Larimer 264 1.17% 
80538 Loveland Larimer 176 0.78% 
80539 Loveland Larimer 1 0.00% 
80541 Masonville Larimer 2 0.01% 
80547 Timnath Larimer 2 0.01% 
80549 Wellington Larimer 7 0.03% 
80610 Ault Weld 1 0.00% 
80514 Dacono Weld 73 0.32% 
80615 Eaton Weld 4 0.02% 
80620 Evans Weld 21 0.09% 
80520 Firestone Weld 44 0.20% 
80621 Fort Lupton Weld 50 0.22% 
80530 Frederick Weld 86 0.38% 
80623 Gilcrest Weld 5 0.02% 
80634 Greeley Weld 54 0.24% 
80631 Greeley Weld 21 0.09% 
80633 Greeley Weld 1 0.00% 
80534 Johnstown Weld 91 0.40% 
80644 Kersey Weld 2 0.01% 
80645 LaSalle Weld 4 0.02% 
80542 Mead Weld 87 0.39% 
80543 Milliken Weld 39 0.17% 
80648 Nunn Weld 1 0.00% 
80651 Platteville Weld 23 0.10% 
80652 Roggen Weld 1 0.00% 
80550 Windsor Weld 29 0.13% 
81101 Alamosa Alamosa 2 0.01% 
81050 La Junta Bent 1 0.00% 
81211 Buena Vista Chaffee 3 0.01% 
81236 Nathrop Chaffee 1 0.00% 
81147 Pagosa Springs Chaffee 2 0.01% 
81157 Pagosa Springs Chaffee 2 0.01% 
81201 Salida Chaffee 1 0.00% 
80436 Dumont Clear Creek 1 0.00% 
80452 Idaho Springs Clear Creek 7 0.03% 
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ZIP CODE CITY COUNTY # of Employees % of Total 
81252 Westcliffe Custer 5 0.02% 
80904 Colorado Springs El Paso 2 0.01% 
80906 Colorado Springs El Paso 3 0.01% 
80907 Colorado Springs El Paso 3 0.01% 
80909 Colorado Springs El Paso 1 0.00% 
80910 Colorado Springs El Paso 1 0.00% 
80917 Colorado Springs El Paso 2 0.01% 
80918 Colorado Springs El Paso 8 0.04% 
80919 Colorado Springs El Paso 3 0.01% 
80920 Colorado Springs El Paso 6 0.03% 
80921 Colorado Springs El Paso 2 0.01% 
80922 Colorado Springs El Paso 2 0.01% 
80925 Colorado Springs El Paso 1 0.00% 
80931 Colorado Springs El Paso 1 0.00% 
80935 Colorado Springs El Paso 1 0.00% 
80951 Colorado Springs El Paso 1 0.00% 
80829 Manitou Springs El Paso 1 0.00% 
80132 Monument El Paso 4 0.02% 
80133 Palmer Lake El Paso 1 0.00% 
80831 Peyton El Paso 2 0.01% 
80107 Elizabeth Elbert 4 0.02% 
80108 Elizabeth Elbert 3 0.01% 
81623 Carbondale Garfield 2 0.01% 
81647 New Castle Garfield 1 0.00% 
81650 Rifle Garfield 1 0.00% 
80422 Black Hawk Gilpin 2 0.01% 
80427 Central City Gilpin 4 0.02% 
80474 Rollinsville Gilpin 21 0.09% 
80446 Granby Grand 1 0.00% 
80447 Grand Lake Grand 1 0.00% 
80482 Winter Park Grand 1 0.00% 
81224 Crested Butte Gunnison 2 0.01% 
81230 Gunnison Gunnison 2 0.01% 
81122 Bayfield La Plata 1 0.00% 
81301 Durango La Plata 4 0.02% 
81303 Durango La Plata 1 0.00% 
81082 Trinidad Las Animas 1 0.00% 
81520 Clifton Mesa 1 0.00% 
81504 Grand Junction Mesa 1 0.00% 
81526 Palisade Mesa 1 0.00% 
81401 Montrose Montrose 2 0.01% 
80701 Fort Morgan Morgan 2 0.01% 
80650 Pierce Morgan 2 0.01% 
80653 Weldona Morgan 1 0.00% 
81039 Fowler Otero 1 0.00% 
81427 Ouray Ouray 1 0.00% 
81432 Ridgeway Ouray 2 0.01% 
81435 Ridgeway Ouray 1 0.00% 
80421 Bailey Park 6 0.03% 
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ZIP CODE CITY COUNTY # of Employees % of Total 
80816 Guffey Park 1 0.00% 
81023 Beulah Pueblo 1 0.00% 
81003 Pueblo Pueblo 1 0.00% 
81004 Pueblo Pueblo 1 0.00% 
81005 Pueblo Pueblo 1 0.00% 
81006 Pueblo Pueblo 1 0.00% 
81008 Pueblo Pueblo 1 0.00% 
80428 Clark Routt 1 0.00% 
80477 Steamboat Springs Routt 3 0.01% 
80487 Steamboat Springs Routt 3 0.01% 
81131 Crestone Saguache 1 0.00% 
80424 Breckenridge Summit 6 0.03% 
80441 Copper Mountain Summit 2 0.01% 
80435 Dillon Summit 4 0.02% 
80443 Frisco Summit 1 0.00% 
80498 Silverthorne Summit 1 0.00% 
80814 Divide Teller 1 0.00% 
80745 Padroni 1 0.00% 
81069 Ray 1 0.00% 

22,557 100.00% 

 

Conclusions 
Study findings suggest: 

• Most of Boulder’s workers commute into the city, mostly from nearby communities. 

o An estimated 32% of those who work in Boulder also live in the city; 68% live 
outside the city. 

o Most of Boulder’s workers who live outside the city reside in Longmont (17%), 
Broomfield (7%), Louisville/Superior (7%), Lafayette (5%), Erie (3%), Northglenn 
(3%), Arvada (3%), Westminster (2%) or Golden (2%). 

• The incidence of commuting into work in Boulder may be increasing. 

o According to US Census data for 2000, the most recent available, 40% of Boulder 
workers lived in the city. 
 

For More Information 
Established in 1997 by the Boulder Chamber, the Boulder Economic Council is a group of 
prominent business and community leaders that plays a key role in promoting economic 
vitality, creating a sustainable business environment, and supporting the establishment and 
growth of businesses in Boulder.  

If you have questions about this study or to find out more about the information available 
through our organization, please contact the Boulder Economic Council at 303.442.1044 or 
jennifer@boulderchamber.com. 

 


